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was bold enough to recapture Skodra and the other
places in the Principality occupied by the Venetians.
A series of campaigns followed, in which the
Montenegrins and Venetians were alternately success-
ful. Mariano Caravella, the Republican commander,
reconquered Skodra and most of the lower Zeta.
But Balsha, who had fled with his mother, speedily
came back and once more drove out the Venetian
garrisons. The proud Doge was compelled to seek
an intermediary between the valiant mountaineers
and himself. A treaty was concluded; Venice gave
up most of the territory which she had acquired in
the Principality, and agreed to pay to Balsha the
subsidy promised to his father. But the peace was
soon disregarded. Stephen Crnoievic, the u Black
Prince," of whom we now hear for the first time, and
whose race played an important part in Montenegrin
history, possessed the confidence of Balsha, whose
relative he was on the female side. Acting on
Stephen's advice, Balsha summoned his forces and
attacked Skodra, the great object of contention
between Venice and himself. The Venetians were
now seriously alarmed. Two of their ablest com-
manders, Bembo and Dandolo, were unable to retake
the town, and, as a last resort, they sent an envoy to
Constantinople to ask the aid of the Sultan. But
even the assistance of eight thousand Turkish troops
availed but little against the stubborn valour of
the Montenegrins. A fresh Venetian force under
another general was sent, only to be twice defeated,
and at last, in 1421, the Republic was compelled to
sue for peace. It was no small triumph for these